248    BY JOPPA AND ftAMLAH TO JERUSALEM.
It has been attempted to explain the passage
of Strabo, by supposing that these towers from
their great altitude might have been seen from
Joppa, and thus, too, the sight of the sea from
Psephinus be confirmed.    But this last might
easily have been true without the other neces-
sarily following; since, from the great elevation
of Jerusalem,  the visible horizon to seaward
would be extended to a point not only far
beyond Joppa, but even beyond the range of
vision westerly from thence.    The light of the
fire occasioned by the conflagration of the Jam-
nites* fleet in the harbour of Joppa by Judas
Maccabeus, might, however, have been easily
seen at Jerusalem, as it is said, to iiave been*,
from its illuminating the higher parts  of the
atmosphere in its ascent.
On returning from our excursion around the
town and port, we sat down to a dinner of as
meagre a kind as could well be prepared in an
European manner, and had to drink large
potions of the weakest and sourest wines that I
had ever yet tasted, even in this country. Here
we were unexpectedly joined by a Greek doctor
whom I had met at.Jedda, on my last voyage
from India to Egypt by the Red Sea. This man,
rushing suddenly into the room, clasped me
round the neck, and, after a profusion of kisses
* 2 Maccabees, xii. 9,